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typical men of the time in which they lived. They
had every sympathy for the misfortunes of the great,
none for those of the countless poor. The Black
Prince could wait upon his captive liege lord and
console him for his defeat, but he could also order
the wholesale butchery of Limoges. The tears of a
woman in distress could move the hearts of the
nobles, if she were noble also ; the cries of children,
murdered in cold blood, fell upon deaf ears. And
so Edward made war with a light heart, and alleged
as one of his justifications the wrongs of a convicted
forger.

During the war with Scotland Edward found that
the party of Bruce was receiving help from France.
Philip VI. sent both ships and men to the Scotch,
and when the young king fled before Balliol, it was
to Paris that he went Here he was well enter-
tained and granted the castle of Chateau Gaillard,
while the French king continued to support the
regency and tried by all means in his power to
thwart the English plans. Edward complained of
this conduct; but he could obtain no satisfaction, and
he had, therefore, a just reason for war, on these
grounds alone.

But had the only causes of dispute been Edward's
own character and the French policy in Scotland,
the war would have been far less important and
might have degenerated into a petty struggle such
as that between Edward I. and Philip the Fair. As
a matter of fact, however, there were other and more
potent reasons to induce Edward to attack France,
and these are to be found in the questions of Guienne